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NATIONAL CONTAINER DEPOSIT SCHEME 
Statement 

HON LIZ BEHJAT (North Metropolitan) [9.48 pm]: Tonight I rise to speak about container deposit schemes 
and whether we need such a scheme to be introduced here in Western Australia. The situation currently is that 
the matter is before the Council of Australian Governments, and it is to hand down its decision as to whether 
there is a recommendation for a national container deposit scheme. Given the events that have taken place today 
in Canberra, we are now probably not sure when an election may be held and when the government will go into 
caretaker mode. I would hazard a guess that the COAG process that was probably due to be completed in about 
three or four weeks may shut down whilst the government is in that caretaker mode. 

I just want to put on the record how I feel about container deposit schemes. Perhaps other members in the house 
who are of a similar age to me remember the good old days when they were growing up. We would take an 
empty cool drink bottle to the local deli and get some money back or mum and dad would let us buy a bag of 
lollies. That was great. We used to get a really warm fuzzy feeling. They were the times that we grew up in. It 
was all really wonderful. That is about all I can say about a container deposit scheme. It is a nostalgic thing. It is 
a far outdated method of recycling. There is no doubt that littering is a big problem around the country and 
around the world and we need to do things to address it. 

If a container deposit scheme were introduced into Western Australia, a number of things would happen. The 
cost of the beverages we purchase would rise by about 20c in order to get 10c back for the container. To put that 
into real terms, for the beer drinkers around the house, that would equate to about $4 a carton—probably not 
something that people want to consider adding to their monthly bills. It would add about $300 to the average 
family’s grocery bill. During times that people are trying to think of ways to save money, we do not need to have 
imposts such as container deposit schemes, which will end up costing us money on top of those ever-increasing 
household expenses. 

Western Australia’s households have a very good recycling rate. About 97 per cent of households recycle. I live 
in the City of Wanneroo, which provides a very good rubbish collection service to the residents. All our 
recyclables go into a yellow-topped bin and it is collected once a fortnight. Our bin is always full at the end of 
that fortnight. If a container deposit scheme were introduced and we wanted to get some money back, we would 
have to store our recyclables in a place other than the bin so we could collect enough containers to take them 
somewhere. I point out to members that it will not be a matter of taking these containers down to the local deli. If 
we took a handful of bottles down to the local deli, we would not be able to buy a Redskin, given the prices of 
lollies these days. We would have to take them to a location that was set up by the government of the day to 
accept these recyclable containers. That is likely to be 20, 30 or even 40 kilometres from where people live. Not 
only would people be inconvenienced by having a massive amount of containers piling up at home, but also they 
would then have to drive somewhere to get a relatively small amount of money back. People also mount the 
argument that this a great fundraising scheme for scouts, Girl Guides and other youth groups. I have an issue 
with a couple of things in this respect. The practicality is that the kids have to collect these containers at home 
and then mum and dad do not get to put them in the bin. The recycling bin would go out half full every fortnight. 
All the bottles that the kids have been collecting would start amassing in the garage for very little return. Other 
schemes can be used for fundraising that are far more acceptable and profitable. 

It is not like the days when we finished a cool drink bottle and took it to the corner deli. Kids will go out on the 
streets and collect these containers off the streets. I am not sure that parents who have young children would 
want them to do that in an effort to reduce litter and make a bit of pocket money on the side. Unfortunately, these 
days we do not know what is in that discarded container. There are some absolutely sicko people out there. We 
see used syringes and other sorts of medical waste in the playgrounds where our children are. It is a health 
hazard to say to these kids that they can collect beverage containers. We need an education program about litter 
overall. Reducing litter is a major problem. We can do things by education. The incidence of people taking up 
smoking is greatly reduced. That started some years ago as a result of a good education program. Educating 
people about litter is the way to go. Container deposit schemes are not the way to go. I urge the Minister for 
Environment to hold fast and not sign up to any national scheme. Members know how I generally feel about 
national schemes anyway. Not many of them are terribly good. Western Australia does not need to add this extra 
impost on to households that a container deposit scheme would introduce. 

House adjourned at 9.55 pm 
__________ 
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